RALEIGH-----RAMADAN.

excellent service against the Spanish Ar-
mada, and subsequently vessels were fitted
out by him to attack the Spaniards. In
1592 he incurred the queen's displeasure by
an amour with one of her maids of honour,
the daughter of Sir Nicholas Throckmorton.

Sir Walter Raleigh

Although he made the best reparation in
his power, by marrying that lady, he was
imprisoned for some months, and banished
the queen's presence. To discover the fabled
El Dorado or region of gold he planned an
expedition to G-uiana, in which he embarked
in 1595, and reached the Orinoco; but was
obliged to return after having done little
more than take a formal possession of the
country in the name of Elizabeth. In 1596
he held a naval command against Spain
under Lord Howard and the Earl of Essex,
and assisted in the defeat of the Spanish
fleet and the capture of Cadiz. Next year
he captured Eayal in the Azores; in 1600
he became governor of Jersey. James I.,
on his accession in 1603, had his mind soon
poisoned against Raleigh, whom he deprived
of all his offices. Accused of complicity in
Lord Cobham's treason in favour of Ara-
bella Stuart, Raleigh was brought to trial at
Winchester in November 1603, found guilty
of treason, and sentenced to death. He was,
however, reprieved and confined to the
Tower. Here he remained for twelve years,
devoting himself to scientific and literary
work. In 1616 he obtained his release by
bribing the favourite YiUiers, and by offer-
ing to open a mine of gold which he believed

to exist near the Orinoco. The enterprise
proved disastrous. Raleigh's force had at-
tacked the Spaniards, and on his return
James, to favour the Spanish court, with his
usual meanness and pusillanimity deter-
mined to execute him on his former sen-
tence. After a trial before a commission of
the privy-council the doom of death was
pronounced against him, and was carried
into execution October 29,1618. As a poli-
tician and public character Raleigh is doubt-
less open to much animadversion; but in
extent of capacity and vigour of mind he
had few equals, even hi an age of great men.
His writings are on a variety of topics,
besides a few poetical pieces of great merit.
His History of the World is one of the best
specimens of the English of his day, being
at once the style of the statesman and the
scholar.
Rallentan'do, also RITARDANDO, or LBNT-
ANDO (Italian), in music, indicates that the
time of the passage over which it is written
is to be gradually retarded.
Ral'lidse, the rail family of birds. See
Rail.
Ram, a steam iron-clad ship-of-war, armed
at the prow below the water-line with a
heavy iron or steel beak intended to destroy
an enemy's ships by the force with which it
is driven against them. The beak is an in-
dependent adjunct of the ship, so that, in
the event of a serious collision, it may be
either buried in the opposing vessel or
carried away, leaving uninjured the vessel
to which it is attached. By naval experts
the ram is considered as a main element
in the solution of the problem of coast de-
fence.
Ram, BATTEBitfa.   See Battering-ram.
Ram, HYDRAULIC.   See Hydraulic Ram.
Rama (ra'ma), in Hindu mythology, the
name common to a personage appearing as
three incarnations of Vishnu, all of sur-
passing beauty.
Ramadan', RHAMAZAN', or RAMADZAN', the
ninth month in the Mohammedan year,
during which it is said Mohammed received
his first revelation. It is devoted to fasting
and abstinence. From sunrise to sunset for
the thirty days of its duration the Moham-
medans partake of no kind of nourishment.
After sunset necessary wants may be satis-
fied, and this permission is liberally taken
advantage of. Believers are exempted in
peculiar circumstances from observing the
fast. Aj3 the Mohammedans reckon by
lunar time, the month begins each year
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